
Dear Christ Child Members and Friends,

This is my first opportunity to communicate with 
Christ Child members and friends in this forum 
and I am very excited to be able to connect with 
so many people who believe that “there is nothing 
too much to do for a child.” Since being installed 
as National President in September, I have already 
had the opportunity to visit with representatives 
of seven different chapters, seeing four different 
programs in action. I have also had the privilege 
of attending a major chapter fundraising event 
as well as the dedication of a church walkway 
in honor of Mary Virginia Merrick near her 
childhood summer home. I can’t say which has 
made a stronger impression on me: the caliber, 
dedication and hospitality of our members -- or 
the potent impact our chapters are making on 
the lives of children around the country. These 
visits have also been helpful in learning more from 
chapters about their most significant needs and 
challenges. I am energized about, and committed 
to, working closely with the National Board and 
the Office to ensure we provide our chapters with 
the support they want and need.

All feedback indicates our Convention in 
Scottsdale, Arizona was very successful in terms of 
education, best practice sharing, and fellowship. 
Hats off to Maureen Wesley, the office, and the 
2012-14 Board—especially Convention Chair 
Marybeth Baucco—on creating a fantastic 
ambiance and set of programs. I was honored to 
be installed at Mass in the intimate Old Adobe 
Mission with an excellent 2014-16 Board. I was 
touched--as always--by the procession of chapter 
leaders bearing layettes to the altar to benefit the 
infants from the Phoenix area.

Before leaving Scottsdale the new National Board 
came together for a brief orientation session to get 
to know each other and to begin our planning for 
the 2014-2016 term. We quickly coalesced around 

Board responsibilities to ensure we serve our 
chapters so chapters can better serve children. One 
of our key focus areas will be advancement and 
public relations to help chapters to raise awareness 
of their work and needs. We will also work hard to 
tell a collective national story about the work of all 
of our chapters that both excites and inspires our 
membership and attracts support from donors and 
the public.

Finally, this is an important time in the Cause for 
Canonization, with the potential for the Cause to 
move to its Roman phase in the next year. To me 
this is very exciting, as Mary Virginia Merrick’s 
example of service to children is something the 
world sorely needs. Especially as we enter into 
Advent and prepare our hearts for the coming of 
the Christ Child, I feel blessed to see her example 
alive and well in every Christ Child member I am 
privileged to meet. May the coming year be a year 
full of blessings for each and every one of you—
and for the children we serve.

Anne Kelley
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THIS ISSUE

The National Christ Child 
Society is a non-profit 
organization of members 
dedicated to service to 
children in need, for love 
of the Christ Child.

The spirit of the Christ Child Society is one of personal love for the 
Christ Child expressing itself in the personal service for the least of 
“His little ones.”

Mary Virginia Merrick, Founder, 1866-1955

Board of Directors 2014-2016 (left to right): Joan 
Watkins, Melanie Mbuyi, Kaye Rowe, Lambi Newsham, 
Paula Conrad, Deb Low, Cheryle Mackie, Marybeth 
Baucco, Maureen Wesley, Anne Kelley, and Mary Jo 
Dawson. Not Pictured:  Beth Barrett
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The 42nd 
Biennial 
National Christ 

Child Society Convention, Together in 
Mission: Share, Support, Serve convened 
on September 18, 2014 in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. The FireSky Resort provided a 
beautiful venue for Christ Child Society 
members from 34 Chapters to come 
together.

On Thursday afternoon and Friday 
morning, NCCS hosted five seminars. 
The topics ranged from governance issues, 
including strategic planning and board 
orientation, to social media, program 
evaluation, fundraising ideas and Chapter 
grant seeking success strategies.

Friday morning concluded with The 
Heart and Soul of Christ Child Society 
featuring two separate panel discussions 
facilitated by NCCS Board members, one 
on membership and one on program. The 
membership panel featured representatives 
from Summit, Akron, Texas Capital 
and Washington D.C., all sharing ideas 
to grow and engage membership. The 
program panel featured presentations of 
unique program success by Chapter leaders 
from South Bend, Columbus, Milwaukee 
and Toledo.

The keynote speaker was Erin Lawler, 
an attorney, credentialed mediator, and 
frequent trainer on communication skills 
and approaches to conflict resolution. 
Erin presented Communications Skills 
for Women Leaders on Friday afternoon.  
The presentation focused on the strengths 

women bring to leadership positions and 
emphasized how to capitalize on these 
skills to navigate crucial conversations 
to build consensus. Erin, the daughter 
of NCCS Board member Joan Watkins, 
offered an interactive, educational and 
thoroughly delightful presentation that 
gave the audience new ideas on better 
ways to communicate our story and new 
strategies to interact with one another.

Thursday evening set the stage for the 
networking, social and spiritual aspects 
of Convention and focused on our 
shared mission. The opening reception 
and dinner gave Chapter leaders an 
opportunity to be reacquainted with 
old friends and meet new ones.  Dinner 
conversation was directed by discussion 
questions centering on CCS leader’s 
commitment to the organization. The 
evening ended with a candlelight service 
shared by Chapter leadership, NCCS 
Board members and Past NCCS Presidents 
expressing our shared commitment to 
the mission and vision of Mary Virginia 
Merrick.

After the Friday morning seminars, it 
seemed the attendees had plenty to talk 
about and share with other Chapter 
members and new friends. Our speaker 
during lunch, Corine Raygoza of the New 
Life Center, gave a moving talk about the 
impact that the Christ Child Society of 
Phoenix has made at their domestic abuse 
center. Festivities continued that evening 
after dinner with live entertainment 
provided by the Scottsdale International 

Club. Dancers ranging in age from 
3-18 dazzled us with their moves; a 
few attendees also dazzled us from the 
sidelines!!

The concluding events of every 
Convention are always a celebration of 
our shared mission. On Saturday, CCS 
Chapter leaders, with their layettes, led the 
procession into the Old Adobe Mission 
for the closing mass. The installation of 
the incoming NCCS Board of Directors 
followed the liturgy.  The evening 
that followed reveled in the significant 
achievements of Christ Child Society. The 
Sarasota Chapter received the Membership 
Award for the greatest growth over the 
past two years. The Red Wagon Award 
was presented to Christ Child Society of 
Pasadena for their new program, Christ 
Child Treasures. National Christ Child 
Society saluted the Atlanta Chapter on 
their 10th Anniversary.  The high point 
of the celebration came when the Christ 
Child Society of Baltimore received their 
Charter.

The evening was also an opportunity 
to salute the 2012-2014 Board of 
Directors for their service with a special 
acknowledgement of outgoing members 
Patty Myler, Ellen O’Brien, Linda 
Brammer and Terry Clougherty. The 
party ended with a round of applause to 
encourage the new Board of Directors and 
the gavel was passed to Anne Kelly, the 
new NCCS President.

Christ Child Society leaders left 
Convention 2014 with many new strategies 
and ideas to share with their Chapter and 
a re-energized passion for the mission of 
Mary Virginia Merrick that will make the 
organization stronger.

Keynote 
Speaker Erin 
Lawler with 
her mother, 
NCCS Board 
Member Joan 
Watkins

Melanie Mbuyi and Anne Kelley 
practice their selfie skills during 
the Social Media seminar

Liz Anderson of the Pasadena 
Chapter presented a seminar on 
using social media

The Heart and Soul of the Christ 
Child Society seminar featured 
chapters sharing their stories 
on membership and program 
successes



Fall 2014 Page 3

Record Numbers of Volunteers 
Receive Scholarships

In order to send record numbers of scholarship applicants to this year’s National 
Convention, we relied on the generosity of a grant from Our Sunday Visitor Institute 
and the monetary gifts of three generous chapters; Pasadena, Chicago, and Washington 
D. C. Monies from these four sources totaled $10,000. When requests for assistance 
totaled over $16,000, our National Board’s Executive Committee allocated an 
additional $3,000 to the total scholarship assistance offered. 

Happily, we were able to extend assistance to all applicants. Ultimately, 16 volunteers 
from 8 chapters and 3 chapters-in-formation attended the National Convention as 
scholars. 

Among the scholarship recipients was Becky Eberle, recording secretary of our Central 
Illinois Chapter. Becky says that attendance at the Convention helped her to feel 
“empowered to raise greater awareness of the Christ Child Society” and to excite 
members of her chapter to “complete the mission of Mary Virginia Merrick”.

Anne-Stuart Darrell, President of the newly chartered Baltimore Chapter had the 
following remarks about her time at Convention, accompanied by Cathleen White: 
“we are deeply grateful for the scholarships provided. Without your aid, we could not 
have attended and learned so much. We came home with what feels like a million great 
ideas! Attending the Convention pushed our chapter ahead by leaps and bounds and we 
are grateful for the experience.”

Barbara Michels, President of the Fond Du Lac Chapter says that she “found the 
speakers at Convention to be dynamic” and that she “got lots of different ideas from 
time spent talking with members of other chapters”. Barbara says that next year she 
“wants to pass the opportunity on to someone else in the Chapter”.

The National Board has every intention of continuing to offer scholarship assistance 
for the 2015 National Conference. If your Chapter could use help in sending deserving 
volunteers to Conference, don’t hesitate to apply for aid. If your Chapter would be 
interested in helping offer scholarships by making a monetary gift, we would welcome 
a conversation with you. Together all of us are enriched and benefit by what we do for 
the love of the Christ Child’s children.

S C O T T S D A L E ,  A R I Z O N A

Maureen Wesley acknowledged the 10th 
anniversary of the Atlanta Chapter with Patty 
Decraene, Immediate Past President and 
Hendie Salton, VP of Communications 

Past NCCS Presidents turned out for 
Convention 2014. Standing from left to right, 
Marlene Genovese, Angie Kopf, Kay Gibbons, 
Diane Scalise, Roseann Anderson, Linda Toth, 
and Mary Graves; Seated Carolyn Mergel, 
Maureen Wesley, and Patty Myler

Convention scholars Elizabeth Haskell-Schiebel 
and Killy Foster from the Chapter in Formation 
in Denver, Colorado

S A V E 
the DATE
September 25–26, 2015

N C C S
Conference 2015
DoubleTree Hotel
Bethesda, Maryland
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Red Wagon Award
Initiated in 1991, the Red Wagon Award 
is given biennially at Convention to 
recognize child-centered programs of 
exceptional quality; a $500 cash prize 
accompanies the award. This year’s 
recipient of the Red Wagon Award was the 
Pasadena Chapter for their latest initiative, 
Christ Child Treasures. A local parochial 
school is the setting for this new program 
that targets at-risk children in 5th and 
6th grade. Volunteers visit the school for 7 
consecutive weeks to teach social skills and 
provide positive role models with the goal 
of building self-esteem and confidence in 
the young people. The expectation is that 

an improved self-image will inhibit gang 
involvement, sexual activity, and substance 
abuse in the future. Although just 
launched, the Chapter hopes to expand 
into more locations after evaluating this 
initial effort.  

Pasadena President Carol Pickle was 
surprised and excited to accept the award 
for her Chapter and in a moment of grace 
and generosity, she offered the cash prize 
to the newly chartered Baltimore Chapter 
to purchase books for their Hooked 
on Books program. The gift offered by 
Pasadena to Baltimore highlights that all 
chapters are indeed Together in Mission.

SERVING MORE CHILDREN IN MORE COMMUNITIES

Christ Child Society of Baltimore - Our 41st Chapter
A Miraculous Rebirth!

Christ Child Society of Baltimore was 
chartered at Convention 2014. Anne-
Stuart Darrell accepted the Charter 
for the new Chapter that is off to an 
astonishing new beginning. Although 
originally established in 1905 the Chapter 
was retired twice and has not been active 
in the Baltimore community since 2007. 
Thankfully the Chapter experienced 
a rebirth in 2012 under the astute and 
dedicated leadership of Cathleen White 
who spearheaded the resurgence. 

Their outreach has been abundant and 
unique. Like every Chapter, Baltimore 
provides layettes to newborns and always 
includes a gift for the mother as well. 
However, educational programs have 
been on the top of the list with programs 

like Book Buddies, a monthly reading 
program for prekindergarten students, 
and the weekly Homework Helpers. In 
October alone, 14 volunteers read to 150 
pre-k students. In addition, the Chapter 
has distributed over 10,000 new and 
gently used books to children across 
the Baltimore area. Clearly the most 
innovative program is the Wellness and 
Career Enrichment Program that targets 
middle school children. In October, 
National Bullying Prevention Month, the 
topic was “It’s Cool to be Kind” and for 
the second year Katie O’Malley, First Lady 
of Maryland joined them as the keynote 
speaker for the presentation.

All in all, in just over two years Baltimore 
Chapter is accomplishing great things.  
Congratulations!

Pasadena President Carol Pickle accepts the Red 
Wagon Award from NCCS Vice President of 
Program Ellen O’Brien

Membership Growth Award
Fourteen Chapters of the Christ Child Society increased their 
membership over the past two years, but the Membership Award went 
to Christ Child Society of Sarasota at the 2014 Convention. With the 
addition of 22 new members, the Chapter increased their membership by 
more than 61%. Congratulations to Sarasota!

Cathleen White and Anne-Stuart Darrell 
receive the Charter for Christ Child Society of 
Baltimore from Cheryle Mackie, NCCS Vice 
President of Membership
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Past President’s Message
Gratitude is the operative word for 
November and it perfectly describes 
how I feel. In October of 2012 when the 
Board of Directors met for the first time 
for our board orientation I realized there 
was an impressive amount of talent and 
experience at one table. What I might not 
have grasped at that time was the generous 
spirit and commitment to hard work that 
the group embodied. 

The past two years have been a true 
collaboration among a uniquely gifted 
group of volunteers. Members of the Board 
have traveled to over 22 Chapters in the 
past 24 months to offer their expertise, 
support Chapter leadership and celebrate 
Chapter anniversaries. They have worked 
tirelessly to provide resources, education 
and enrichment to Chapter leadership 
through a wide variety of teleconferences 
and a continually improving National 
website. The teleconferences have been 
both educational and networking 
opportunities. We have made every 
attempt to reach out to Chapter leaders 
to understand their pressing concerns 
and challenges in order to construct 
meaningful opportunities. 

The Convention is a perfect example 
of the partnership of this Board of 
Directors. Every member was involved 
in the planning and execution of the 
meeting. Topics were selected after 
carefully considering Chapter input and 

Board members worked over the months 
to provide materials to meet the needs of 
Chapters. In a very real way Convention 
2014 was the National Board’s gift to the 
Chapters.

All of the work of this Board has only 
been possible because of the outstanding 
staff in the National office. Our Executive 
Director, Carolyn Pumphrey, has a 
level of professionalism and expertise 
that has facilitated every aspect of our 
effort. She has guided the operation 
of the organization to a new level of 
professionalism. In addition, Mary 
Eustice, our Office Manager, has aided 
every member of the Board in some 

significant way in executing the details of 
our endeavors. We could never adequately 
acknowledge their contribution to our 
overall success especially in relation to this 
Convention.

Finally, I wish every member of Christ 
Child Society could see this organization 
through my eyes. Being President has 
provided the opportunity to see the “big 
picture.” To see the dedication each 
Chapter has to the vision of Mary Virginia 
Merrick and the commitment of time and 
talent of all CCS members to serve the 
children of their own community is such a 
privilege. Thank you!

Maureen Wesley

So blessed to have worked with such amazing women. From left to right: Anne Kelley, Maureen Wesley, 
Patty Myler, Paula Conrad, Joan Watkins, Cheryle Mackie, Ellen O’Brien, Deb Low, Terry Clougherty, 
Kaye Rowe, Linda Brammer, and Marybeth Baucco.

Check out the new NCCS President’s Blog  |  In the Name of the Christ Child

Per Anne Kelley, “this blog is my 
attempt to connect Christ Child 
members and friends with whom 
we are, the work we are doing, 
and what we strive to do in the 
future. The illustrated blog will 
feature chapter programs and 
best practices, my visits with 

chapters and our volunteers, 
and information about our 
founder and history.” It’s easy 
to view and subscribe; go to 
www.blog.nationalchristchild.org 
and join the conversation!
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N A T I O N A L  A N D  C H A P T E R  N E W S

The National Christ Child Scholarship
Established in 1987 as an endowment, The 
National Christ Child Scholarship is 
awarded annually to deserving students in 
the National Catholic School of Social 
Service at Catholic University of America. 
This scholarship honors the life and work 
of Mary Virginia Merrick, who believed 
strongly in the need for educating social 
workers to serve children. All recipients 
complete field placements with the 
Washington, DC Chapter.  This year there 
are two “Mary Virginia Merrick Scholars.” 
And the winners are……..

Julianne Keller Reilly

Julianne’s field placement 
involves working with youth 
through the Christ Child 
Family Support Program at 

the Mary Virginia Merrick Center in 
Washington, DC. In her own words: 
“Through my work in schools and with 
children and adolescents, I hope to 

demonstrate a commitment to social 
justice by ensuring each child has what he 
or she needs in order to be successful in 
life, both in and out of the classroom. … 
In the coming year, I hope to continue to 
develop skills that will help me be 
successful in my work as a social worker.”

Alyson J. St. Amand

Alyson is using her 
Spanish language skills 
working within the School 
Counseling Program at 

Sacred Heart School in Washington, DC.

In her application essay, Alyson stated 
“I am devoted to working on behalf of 
one of society’s quietest voices:  that of a 
child. I am deeply committed to helping 
put society’s most vulnerable and at-risk 
children back on a level playing field with 
those children who already have every 
resource available to them.”

Albany

Christ Child Society of Albany marked 
its 40th Anniversary with a Mass con-
celebrated by Albany, New York Diocese 
Bishop Howard Hubbard and their advisor 
Fr. James Belogi. The afternoon included a 
special tribute to Clare Stein, the Chapter 
founder by Maureen Wesley, NCCS 
President. Members enjoyed a beautiful 
reception to complete the celebration.

Clare Stein, Bishop Howard Hubbard and 
Maureen Wesley at the celebration

If you are ever in Washington, DC be sure to visit 
the National Shrine to see the beautiful window 
which is dedicated to the Christ Child, designed 
by Harvey Salvin and installed in 1966.

A Big THANK YOU to 
the Phoenix Chapter!
A big thanks to President Grace Cooper, 
NCCS Past President Diane Scalise 
and all the Phoenix Chapter for helping 
NCCS in so many tangible ways to 
make Convention 2014 a reality. Chapter 
leadership provided connections and ideas 
for local speakers and entertainment. 
Past President Bette Laatsch accepted 
layettes, raffle items and supplies shipped 
to her home. Julie Berkel made all the 
arrangements and planned the liturgy at 
the Old Adobe Mission. 

The kindness to the National Board 
and the Chapter leaders from across the 
country added a hospitality that would 
have been impossible without them.

Eastern Florida
In August, members of the Stuart, Boca 
Raton and Palm Beach Chapters got 
together for lunch at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in Palm Beach. Although there 
was no particular agenda, Christ Child 
Society activities were definitely part of the 
conversation. This isn’t the first time the 
Chapters have shared activities; the Stuart 
and Palm Beach Chapters have joined 
together for spiritual activities also.  

Past NCCS 
President Diane 
Scalise was one 
of many of the 
Phoenix members 
who made our 
visit so special
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Please donate online at
www.nationalchristchild.org
or mail your donation to:

National Christ 
Child Society
6110 Executive Boulevard
Suite 504
Rockville, MD 20852

National Christ Child Society  
Annual Appeal

Please print

Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone:    Email:   

 The above is a new:    � address   � phone   � email

� Chapter:   � Friend

Name for Annual Report (if different than above):   

Donation amount:   (Please fill in the back of this card)

The National Christ Child Society is a nonprofit organization under IRS section  
501(c)(3). Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent provided by the law.

Please respond by December 31, 2014.

The first $50 of a member’s National Appeal donation  
will be credited towards your Chapter’s National Chapter Support assessment.

�	Christ Child Circle 
($500+)

�	Mary Virginia  
Merrick Circle  
($250-$499)

�	Red Wagon Circle 
($100-$249)

�	Cherub Circle 
(up to $99)

�	I prefer my gift 
remain anonymous.

Payment Options

� The check is enclosed. (Please make check payable to National Christ Child Society, Inc.)

� Please charge: � MasterCard � Visa � Discover �American Express

In the amount of:  

Name as listed on card:  

Card no.:   Exp. date:  

Signature:  

For credit card payments, you may give online at www.NationalChristChild.org. 
Please call 800-814-2149 if you have any questions.

N C C S  A N N U A L  A P P E A L

PLEASE DONATE  |  Your gift to the NCCS Annual Appeal allows us to:

• provide services to our 43 Chapters so they can more effectively serve children like Julio who is pictured on our 
Annual Appeal card and

• expand the mission of Mary Virginia Merrick in the service of at-risk children in new communities, including 
Duluth, Minnesota and Denver, Colorado where we have new Chapters forming. 

If you are a member, your donation up to $50 also helps your Chapter reduce their chapter support obligation to 
NCCS and a larger gift helps NCCS continue its work for all our Chapters.
The National Christ Child Society and your Chapter thank you for supporting the Annual Giving Appeal!
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Canonization Effort Gains Momentum

After years of work transcribing Mary 
Virginia Merrick’s writings and taking 
depositions from witnesses who knew 
Mary Virginia Merrick personally or 
knew of her from very reliable sources, her 
Cause for Canonization is progressing. 
The Archdiocesan Phase of this review is 
moving along well and will be completed 
in the next year. At that time all 
documents can be forwarded to Rome.

Some have asked why NCCS has pursued 
the canonization effort. Quite simply, the 
Christ Child Society is a well-kept secret. 
Our founder’s road to sainthood will bring 
attention to her mission and the work of 
CCS Chapters across the country. Miss 
Mary’s Cause for Canonization gives 
worldwide identity to the Christ Child 
Society. Thus comes an awareness of 
the children living with the challenge of 
poverty today. Our services will expand 
and new chapters will flourish.  Helping 
more children is the ultimate goal of the 
canonization effort. 

Today we need your support. Prayer is 
key to the success of the Cause. Society 
members and friends are urged to 
frequently pray the Canonization Prayer 
not only for the success of the Cause but 
also for Miss Mary’s intercession for our 
special intentions.

Funding is also key to the success of the 

Cause. Timing for acquiring donations to 
move the Cause to Rome may be as short 
as a year. At a recent meeting of members 
of our Canonization committee, various 
thoughts to meet the funding needs were 
discussed. The sixtieth anniversary of 
the death of Mary Virginia Merrick is 
approaching in 2015 and offers the perfect 
opportunity to increased funding support 
of the Cause. Now we as a Society must 
“cultivate” the Cause with prayer and 
funding if her sainthood is to be a reality. 
We now have the challenge, but most 
especially the opportunity to move the 
Cause to Rome.

Miss Mary’s own words express our goal:

“Our Lord has promised His blessings 
on small beginnings. I believe our 
organization is destined to further and 
greater development, watered by His grace 
and cultivated by all of us.”


